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Workshop

This is going to be a structured
workshop to help you get thinking
about the details of your plan

We'll look at evaluating your
essay plan

There is a lot of iInteraction so please
be ready to answer polls (questions)
or add to chat pod during the session

You'll get the chance to discuss
further and ask additional questions
at the end
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Session purpose

Is for:

Covering further ideas on essay
writing

Give some guidance about ways to
put your plan intfo action

Provide a space to share ideas and
connect with other students

Is not for:
Telling you what you HAVE to do
Providing module specific advice




studeﬁ%lllll‘lﬂmﬂllllneub
Inclusivity

We welcome all students at our
WOrkshops.

Please do be aware that they can be
very busy and some students may
sfruggle with the non scripted nature.
Slides are available to download within
the live session and from the event
page on the studenthublive website to
follow along or prepare tor what will
come up.
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Please be aware

These sessions are large scale
They are very busy
There Is lots of inferaction

They are not the same as other
tutorials

You can maximise slides on your
own screen by clicking the icon

sl
| e |
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Please

Do NOT share any personal
information in the chat pod during the
session

On the recording names will be
anonymised to user number

However if you type anyone'’s full
name or any other personal
iInformaftion in the chat pod it can be
seen by everybody and it would also
show up on the recording
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Initial poll

What is your main reason for coming
along to this session¢ Please choose the
option that fits for you today:

« Study skills for current module(s)

« Study skills for future module (s)

« Connecting with other students

« Gain new ideas

« Responding to suggestion from tutor
« Curious about what studenthublive is
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Mastering Essay
Writing
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This was our advert...

This workshop Is aimed at Level 3 and post
graduate students who have written numerous
essays and want to polish them further. We will
explore how to perfect references and produce
effective arguments. We will discuss how to edit
your work, and ensure that there is clarity and
cohesion in the finished piece. The 'Developing
your essay writing (infermediate)’ workshop
covers many of the basics used in this workshop
and it would be extremely useful to have
aftended that workshop or watch the recording
prior to joining this workshop.

https://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/eventlist catchup



https://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/eventlist_catchup
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What do you want to learn?

Using the short answer poll provided
please say what you are hoping to learn

from foday’s session

if you are on a mobile

device remember you

need to tap into the polling option

To come back to these

xS

v 0

slides affer completing @
poll click on the share

pod slides icon
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This session assumes...

You understand what you are being asked o
write the essay about

You have read all the relevant content
You have already planned the essay in outline

You are familiar with essay writing in general and
have written some essays before but want to
Improve

This is the advanced session not covering basic
writing or planning
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Planning recap

Effective essays are planned so that you have
a clear idea of what you are going to do

In our planning sessions we discuss structuring
effectively

We give ideas for ways to recognise what was
iImportant and highlighted the fact that a plan
can give away key clues — it needs to be
obvious what is going to come,



which of the following do

Polls

In your essay, planning,

you regularly doe

Analyse guestion —
orocess/topic/criteria

Plan research
Research

Return to guestion
Brain dump

Organise brain dump

Plan — evaluate,
priorifise
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What sort of structure
do you use o plan your
essaye

Handwritten linear
Typed linear

Flow diagram
Mindmap

Pod grouping
Venn diagram
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An essay journey

Remember our analogy of the journey: An
essay starts somewhere, it goes somewhere,

and it will have differences along the way

You need to let your reader know this so that
they know what to expect.

This session looks at improving the ways you
can improve key parts of your journey.
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Paragraph structure ideas recap

PEE
. Point — make it
. Evidence — support it with facts
. Explain — why the evidence is supportive
and it Is relevant
PESELS

Point - make the point for paragraph
Explain - what do you mean
Support - provide evidence
Evaluate - what is for/against
Link - to the essay task
Signpost - fo the next paragraph
CLEO (law)

. Claim/ Law / Evaluation /Outcome



Using Tutor Feedback  studentillgiihub

*Are you so keen to make progress that you read the
mark, but not the comments provided in the feedback
you've been givene

Do you allow yourself the time to refer back to what you
did in light of your tutor's feedback and see whether or
not you can apply that advice 1o the next assignmente
*|s your tutor as critical of your work as you are¢ Perhaps
you are too self-crifical and your tutor's comments could
help to provide a better sense of perspective.

If you are not reading and acting on your tutor's
feedback, you are denying yourself the opportunity

to improve and to save time. You are wasfing a very
valuable learning resource. You may be working
hard but you won't be ‘working smart’.

Poll: Tell us your experience of using tutor feedback in the poll
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What do you think we mean by ‘Formal or
Academic Writinge

We will use the Word Cloud to build up a picture
of what academic writing Is.

We will then compare with some ideas form the
OU.



Academic language  studentillygiihub

What do we mean by ‘formal writing’ af
postgraduate level?

‘Work needs 1o be grounded and supported by
appropriate (informed and credible) sources.

‘The language used is more tentative or cautious
(fewer ‘absolute’ statements).

Colloguial terms and contractions (don't, won't,
shouldn’t, etc.) are avoided.
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‘|deas from others need to be attributed accurately
(cited and referenced appropriately).

*Writing needs 1o be structured logically, with clear
expression of thought.

|t needs to show a deeper, more critical engagement
with the subject maftter.

‘There should be clear evidence of your extended
reading and understanding of the topic.

*Writing at the very highest level, approaches the style
you would read in a scholarly publication, such as an
academic journal.
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Issues Advance articles Submit v Purchase Alerts About v

MIND Graduate Essay Prize

2021 Graduate Essay Prize

https://academic.oup.com/mind/pages/graduate essay prize

The winner of this year's prize is the essay ‘What Would a

Phenomenology of Logic Look Like’, by James Kinkaid

The essay can be accessed using your OU credentials af:
https://academic.oup.com/mind/advance-article/doi/10.1093/mind/fzaa031/5900373



https://academic.oup.com/mind/pages/graduate_essay_prize
https://academic.oup.com/mind/advance-article/doi/10.1093/mind/fzaa031/5900373
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Academic language

The Academic Phrasebank  ntos/wwwohrasebankmanchester.ac.uk
* being critical

*  being cautious

« classitying and listfing

* comparing and contrasting
« defining terms

* describing tfrends

* describing quantities

* explaining causality

* giving examples

* signalling fransition

* writing about the past

Succeeding in postgraduate study

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/succeeding-
postgraduate-study/content-section-overview<eactive-tab=description-tab



http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/succeeding-postgraduate-study/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/succeeding-postgraduate-study/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/

Academic language  studentillygiihub

Referring to sources porting results  Discussing findings ~ Writing conclusions

Academic Phrasebank / Being cautious

GENERAL LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS Be| ng Ga UUO us

I Being cautious One of the most noticeable stylistic aspects of academic communication is the tendency for
. . writers to avoid expressing absolute certainty, where there may be a small degree of
Being critical uncertainty, and to avoid making over-generalisations, where a small number of exceptions

might exist. This means that there are many instances where the epistemological strength

(strength of knowledge) of a statement or claim is mitigated (weakened) in some way. In the

field of linguistics, devices for lessening the strength of a statement or claim are known as

hedging devices.Analysis of research reports have shown that discussion sections tend to be

Defining terms particularly rich in hedging devices, particularly where writers are offering explanations for
findings.

Classifying and listing

Compare and contrast

Describing trends

Describing quantities
Devices that distance the author from a proposition
Explaining causality
It is thought that ...

Giving examples Itis believed that ...

It has been reported that ...
Signalling transition Itis a widely held view that ...

It has commonly been assumed that ...
Wihitingaboutihespast According to Smith (2002), .

According to recent reports, ...
According to many in the field ...
Many scholars hold the view that ...
Smith (2001) holds the view that ...
Recent research has suggested that ...

e I
} . There is some evidence to suggest that ...
If Smith’s (2001) findings are accurate, ...

An enhanced and expanded version of
PHRASEBANK is available in PDF or Kindle format:
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Concluding Paragraph

An essay should always have a concluding
paragraph.

An effective concluding paragraph should:

* refer to the assignment question and ifs key
content words

refer 1o the claim made in the infroduction
refer to and draw together the points made in
the main body of the essay

* provide a clear answer to the question

* provide a brief comment (optional).
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Activity: Comparing conclusions

There are two notes pods containing different
conclusions to an essay. You do not need to
read the full essay.

Read through the two conclusions, then in the
poll write down which conclusion you consider
to be more academic and explain why.

The poll will be revealed after three minutes for
you to read the comments from others.

We will then ask you how to improve the
conclusion you think is inferior.



Concluding Paragraph 1  studentillygiihub

To conclude, in each of the settings described there can
always be valid reasons for an individual’s private space
to be entered. Aspects of safety cannot be ignored and
regulations must be adhered to, particularly in non-
domestic settings. There are always the problems of staff
routines, and the greater good of all patients must be
balanced against an individual’s needs. However, care
should be taken when handling all these situations. Care
staff should always remember that they are dealing with
individual people. It must be difficult enough to cope
with the loss of physical or mental capabillities, and to
have to come o terms with the impossibility of ever
leading a healthy independent life again without the
added indignity of being treated as an object. Everyone
IS enfitfled to respect and to be given at least some
control and freedom. This is a basic human right.



Concluding Paragraph 2  studentilgiihub

To conclude, whether they work in hospitals, residenftial
homes or patients’ homes, carers must e sensitive 1o
the different characteristics of private and public
spaces. This sensifivity helps to carefully balance, on
the one hand, patients’ need to privacy, dignity and
control over therr lives and, on the other, the carers’
need to guarantee safety and effective care.
Evidence shows that this approach ultimately affects
quality of care as patients will appreciate the security
provided by the care context but at the same time
benefit from having at least some autonomy and
some control over their private spaces. This is likely to
increase patients’ well-being and favour the recovery
Process.
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Discussion activity

There will be 2 specific questions in chat
pods for you to explore some of the
elements we have discussed further

The area of my essay writing | feel | need to
improve most is........

L plan to improve my essay writing further
y...

You are welcome o add your thoughts
and we will then pick up some of the
themes and talk through them

Chat does have names on but the
recording will be anonymised so you will
appears as ‘user numbper’



Welcome to Cite Them Right

Choose your referencing style

Quick guide to Cite Them Right referencing for Law
modules

https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-
plagiarism/quick-guide-to-cite-them-right-referencing-for-law-
modules

Quick guide to Harvard referencing (Cite Them Right)

hitps.//www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-
plagiarism/quick-guide-to-harvard-referencing-cite-them-right



https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-cite-them-right-referencing-for-law-modules
https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-cite-them-right-referencing-for-law-modules
https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-cite-them-right-referencing-for-law-modules
https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-harvard-referencing-cite-them-right
https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-harvard-referencing-cite-them-right
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Take home message

Perfecting essay writing requires a careful
application of appropriate language

Feedback is an essential resource

Information has to be tailored to the
remit and lend appropriate weight to
different concepfts
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Feedback please

Please use the following link to
provide feedback to help the
sfudenthublive tfeam to confinue to
improve what we do

Feedback Form
https.//forms.office.com/e/mS?KSmWmpr



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DVdQuDq-WAEG-06jl_ZgWhY4YqYQ6J6pOgDgAEislY7dUMzhSN1BYTFlZNzBXWDBGSUlSUktUWlJNRC4u&data=05%7C01%7Crob.moore%40open.ac.uk%7C1b1c8bd3606c41af12ed08dac0a16b5f%7C0e2ed45596af4100bed3a8e5fd981685%7C0%7C0%7C638034096758020854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7gMT8mjoGVp00WAry4vjg6IS4A3AQl8ONZsnMVPufRc%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/e/mS9KSmWmpr
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What do you feel are the main things you will take away
from this session?

. Better understanding of today’s topic

. BTe’ger understanding of the place of study skills within university
study

. Enthusiasm for my studies
. Enthusiasm for my skills development
. Feel part of the university community

How can SHL help you even more in the future?
Please leave your suggestion in the free text poll.

We are using the new Adobe Connect version with a different
audio set up before you enter the room- was this:

. Very good

. Good

. Neither good nor bad
. Bad

. Very bad

More feedback please send to studenthub@open.ac.uk
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Upcoming sessions © studentifyiihub

21" March 11am Infro to critical thinking & writing
22nd March 11am Studying with neurodiversity
28" March L2/3 critical thinking & writing

Details, booking information and subscribe
for events at http://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/

Past student hub live online study skills sessions
hitps://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/eventlist catchup

Send us feedback at studenthub@open.ac.uk

e Study skills workshop Live broadcast



http://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/
https://studenthublive.open.ac.uk/eventlist_catchup
mailto:studenthub@open.ac.uk

